
Chairman’s Report for AGM 2021 

This report covers the period between September and December 2020. The last AGM was delayed 

because of the restrictions caused by the COVID virus. The virus is still with us and is having a 

massive effect on our activities but the committee decided that returning the AGM to its usual place 

in the calendar was now both possible and desirable.  

We decided early on that we would try to maintain choral activities as far as possible during the 

restrictions. This has had only partial success. 

Firstly, a number of choir members are clinically vulnerable and they were effectively instructed to 

shield or isolate themselves, making it impossible for them to attend practices in person. Secondly, 

only about half the choir members felt able to attend practices when they occurred. These 

happened for the full (half-size) choir during October only. 

On 3 November we made a recording of the pieces which we had been practising since September 

and earlier. This was made available to members, Patrons and Friends in December. 

During the brief relaxing of restrictions during December, mostly the same choir members recorded 

some Christmas carols, including two for use by Rev. Sam at Blackmore Priory church in her services. 

Thanks go to Julie Weight who provided the equipment and expertise to make the recordings. 

We also met by Zoom in the week before Christmas for a Christmas “party”. 

Since mid-December there have been no live practices. The trustees have continued to meet, by 

Zoom, at the usual regular intervals, to discuss the progress of the government restrictions and to 

plan accordingly. 

To cater for members unable to attend in person, Christopher has been holding Zoom rehearsals at 

one- or two-week intervals to practise pieces which we might be able to perform in person, 

hopefully in July 2021. These rehearsals have included histories of the pieces or their composers and 

exercises to help to keep our voices in trim. Our thanks again go to Annabel Malton for hosting the 

Zoom meetings and providing the music from our library in electronic form for these rehearsals, a 

time-consuming task. 

The plan is that we should return to full practices in person as soon as government restrictions are 

lifted. 

With luck, we are hoping that the first concert of 2021 will be the William Byrd concert in July, using 

the material which we prepared for the aborted concert in 2020. 

Thanks go to Marjolein Hillman, secretary, who has kept the whole group together with timely 

circulation of information and also to Christopher Tinker, conductor, who has managed to hold 

rehearsals without being able to hear any of the participants! 

   


